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OFFLINE EDITING 

Rebecca Arsenault edited The Abenaki – People of the Dawn. Rebecca first established 
a chronology with the recording of Mike’s story and it was then transferred into Final 
Cut Pro (digital editing software). This enabled Rebecca to create a timeline and 
estimate the length of the animation. Jo Meuris stabilized the jpegs for each animation 
and then made QuickTimes of each sequence. Rebecca then placed the QuickTimes in 
the timeline. Once the assembly and storyline were secured, we decided upon a series 
of camera moves. This involved moving the focal point right or left or pulling in and or 
out. These movements were necessary as many of my images are one-cell animations 
and often very static images if left full frame. In other words, once the drawing 
unfolded and became static it was important to have the focal point change  
to maintain a visual flow in the image. Once I felt that the edit served the story, 
Rebecca locked the picture for the online phase of the editing.

ONLINE EDITING 

I submitted the offline version of the film to the National Film Board of Canada’s ACIC 
(Aide au cinéma indépendant, Canada) program in order to get access to high-quality 
post-production facilities and experienced technicians. This was extremely helpful to 
me in the online edit and sound mix phases of the animation. The online edit was done 
by editor Yannick Carrier over the period of one week. Yannick worked in HD using 
an AVID editing system. At this phase we added the animation sequences that were 
reworked in After Effects by special effects animator Jo Meuris. Once Yannick cropped 
the images according to the 16 X 9 widescreen aspect ratio, we finalized all the camera 
moves and did the colour correction and contrast adjustments. 

G. Scott MacLeod at his animating stand. Photo by Maria Ezcurra. Online Editor Yannick Carrier at the National Film 

Board of Canada. Photo by G. Scott MacLeod.
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MUSIC 

For the soundtrack we worked with traditional First Nations musicians Robert Seven 
Crows and Nathalie Picard. Stacy Le Gallee recorded a variety of Robert’s percussion 
work as well as him singing along with his drumming. We chose a haunting song 
entitled “L’Appel du Nordet” from Nathalie Picards album Listening Through the 
Wind for the beginning and end of the animation. For the Roger’s Rangers animation 
sequence we chose a fife and drum piece from the 78th Fraser Highlanders.

SOUND DESIGN 

During the sound design process Stacy Le Gallee selected sound effects from online 
banks of sounds to contextualize my animations. We selected environmental sounds 
such as water, wind, birds, fire, footsteps in the snow and so forth. The challenge when 
selecting these sound effects was to marry both music soundtrack, found sounds and 
sound effects together. Successful sound designs are ironically the ones that do not 
jump out but rather serve the story and the images that make up the film.

FINAL MIX 

Stacy and I worked with sound engineer Jean-Paul Vialard at the National Film Board of 
Canada to do our final stereo and 5.1 Surround Sound mixes. This was done in Theatre 
3, which is a full-size cinema with a mixing console in front of the film screen. During 
the four day session we adjusted the levels of the music tracks and sound effect tracks 
and added some light reverb to some of the music passages to create larger spaces 
in the soundtrack. Jean-Paul also created a wide 5.1 stereo mix to suggest the vast 
open space of Quebec. He played with the positioning of individual tracks in the five 
speakers to reflect what was happening in the film, such as the geese traveling from 
left to right across the screen.

Robert Seven Crows playing Native Drum. Photo by G. Scott MacLeod. Sound Designer Stacy Le Gallee and Sound Mixer Jean-Paul Vialard 

at National Film Board of Canada. Photo by G. Scott MacLeod.



19

GRAPHIC DESIGN

The fi nal stage of this project was to create the DVD box graphics and a promotional 
poster for our screenings. I once again worked with Jess and Elisabeth Charbonneau at 
TagTeamStudio.ca. They have done great work on my former projects. They designed 
all the elements of this DVD from the box layout to the education package and learning 
guide. What I have looked for in this type of design is a theme or message clearly 
conveyed, content that is easy to read and a key image that refl ects the story. After 
all the work we put into a production, I believe it’s crucial to make a well-designed 
and asthetically pleasing package, especially if it is going to be marketed to the 
educational sector.  

TagTeam Studio graphic design package.
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« J'ai choisi L’Abénaki – Peuple de l’Aube car c'est une des innombrables histoires amérindi-
ennes du Québec encore trop peu connues. Je pense qu'il est primordial de mettre en 
lumière ces histoires car elles font partie de notre patrimoine, et que les artistes et les 
réalisateurs du Québec ont justement la possibilité de les mettre en valeur par le biais de 
projets créatifs. Je suis passionné les récits interculturels de notre histoire, étant 
moi-même issu de parents écossais. J’ai grandi dans la ville multiculturelle de Montréal et 
j’ai eu le privilège de travailler avec plusieurs Premières Nations telles que les Mohawk, les 
Squamish et les Cree, tout au long de mes vingt-cinq ans de carrière artistique. »

“My reason for producing The Abenaki – People of the Dawn, is that it is one of the many 
untold First Nations stories in Quebec. I believe there is still more room for Quebec anima-
tors and filmmakers to explore this area, as these stories are unknown to many Canadians 
and the world at large. I am interested in these cross cultural stories from our history, as a 
result of growing up in the culturally diverse city of Montreal, coming from Scottish 
lineage and from working with Mohawk, Squamish and Cree Nations over the course of 
my music and art career.”

      - G. Scott MacLeod
         Montreal 2013
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C’est souvent dans les situations les plus périlleuses que l’identité se révèle. Dans L’Abénaki – 
Peuple de l’Aube, Joe Obomsawin, connaissant comme sa poche les moindres petits sentiers des 
confins du Québec et de la Nouvelle-Angleterre, sauve de justesse une bande de contrebandiers 
sur le point d’être capturés. Cette aventure sera le déclencheur du récit poignant de l’histoire de 
son peuple, que notre personnage va nous livrer avec la plus grande authenticité. Au fond d’une 
cabane isolée, bien pelotonné au coin du feu, Obomsawin retrace l’histoire tragique et saisis-
sante du peuple abénaki, décimé par des siècles de colonialisme et réduit de 50 000 hommes, 
femmes et enfants à seulement 1500. D’après un conte de la série Water of Life/L’eau de la vie, 
L’Abénaki – Peuple de l’aube est le fruit de la collaboration entre l’écrivain et conteur Mike Burns 
et le réalisateur G. Scott MacLeod. Ce film fusionnant dessin d’animation avec technologie 
numérique raconte l’histoire déchirante de ce peuple à l’extraordinaire instinct de survie.

Identity is often revealed in the most perilous situations. In The Abenaki – People of the Dawn, it is 
Joe Obomsawin’s intimate knowledge of the back roads and hidden trails on the frontiers of 
Quebec and New England that narrowly saves a group of bootleggers from capture. The escape 
also provides the impetus for his character’s powerful and deeply personal retelling of the 
history of his people. Huddled around a fire in a remote cabin, Obomsawin unfolds the tragic, 
improbable and inspiring story of the Abenaki nation, reduced from 50,000 to some 1,500 over a 
few hundred years of colonial settlement. A collaboration between author and storyteller Mike 
Burns and director G. Scott MacLeod as part of the animated series Water of Life, The Abenaki – 
People of the Dawn fuses traditional pencil animation with new digital media to tell the 
harrowing tale of a people's struggle for survival.  

*Pour de plus amples informations et pour accéder aux notes de production ainsi qu’ au guide éducatif, insérez le DVD dans 
votre ordinateur et téléchargez les fichiers PDF. For more information and access to Production Notes and Learning Guide, 
insert the DVD into your computer to download the PDF files. 
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Abenaki-Related Websites

www.elnuabenakitribe.org 

www.nedoba.org 

www.canadiana.ca/citm/themes/aboriginals/aboriginals8_e.html

northernwoodlands.org/outside_story/article/hunting-with-the-abenaki

www.bethelhistorical.org/A_River%27s_Journey.html

freedomandunity.org/first_people/abenaki.html

www.cowasuckabenaki.com/timeline.html

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abenaki_people

www.bartletthistory.org/bartletthistory/beginnings.html

academics.smcvt.edu/winooskimills/Abenaki/Abenakiframe.htm

www.learner.org/interactives/historymap/indians5.html

www.museedesabenakis.ca/

cowasuckabenaki.com/blog/?p=34

www.regimental.com/music/the-pipes-and-drums-of-the-78th-highlanders.html

EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION
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PEOPLE

www.nfb.ca/explore-all-directors/alanis-obomsawin

www.pbs.org/art21/artists/william-kentridge

MUSIC

www.youtube.com/watch?v=x8H_s_2aAL0

www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vOjjKIcGyk&playnext=1&list=PL8D4E7D8DAACE1FF2

www.youtube.com/watch?v=7DTTCYupRTw 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XLBhn2LZ5I

allthingsquebec.wordpress.com/2010/01/24/sylvain-rivards-traditional-drum-abenaki-

algonquin-quebec-first-nations/

HISTORY

www.manataka.org/page380.html 

www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/abenaki/abenakihist2.htm 

faculty.marianopolis.edu/c.belanger/quebechistory/encyclopedia/abenaki.htm

www.bigorrin.org/abenaki_kids.htm 

www.tolatsga.org/aben.html

BOOKS

The Voice of the Dawn: An Auto-history of the Abenaki Nation. Frederick Wiseman, 

Univ. Press of New England, 2001.

The Identity of the Saint Francis Indians, Gordon Day, National Museum of Canada, 1981.

NFB Films 

Survival in the Bush, 1954, 30 min. Directed by Bernard Devlin.

Mother of Many Children, 1977, 58 min. Directed by Alanis Obomsawin.

Is the Crown at war with us? 2002, 96 min. Directed by Alanis Obomsawin.

Our Nationhood, 2003, 97 min. Directed by Alanis Obomsawin.

César’s Bark Canoe, 1971, 58 min. Directed by Bernard Gosselin.

Waban-aki: People from Where the Sun Rises, 2006, 104 min. Directed by Alanis Obomsawin.
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Sound Design
Stacy Le Gallee

Line Producers
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G. Scott MacLeod 

Special Effects Animations 
Jo Meuris 

Image Stabilization 
Jo Meuris

Sound Mix (NFB) 
Jean-Paul Vialard

 Shelley Craig
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Pierre St-Germain
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Music
Tawegan – Native Drum and Percussion 

by Robert Seven-Crows

L’appel du Nordet from Listening Through the Wind 
by Nathalie Picard

All Rights Reserved © Nathalie Picard SOCAN 1999

Historic Period Research 
Wayne Mee-Mee’s Militia

Re-enactment Actor in Roger’s Ranger Regimental 
Raphael Swann

Translation 
Laure Péré

Press Kit Editor 
Rob Lutes

Graphic Design 
TagTeam Studio

Web Design 
Thornapple Productions

Accounting 
Ted Christeas

Thank You
Jean-Pierre Kesteman, Lorrie Blair, Lindsay Eberts,  

Stéphanie Pascal, Alanis Obomsawin and Paul Thinel.

In Memory of
Jake Eberts
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